JOHN FLAXMAN
CHAPTER I;  Early Tears, 1755-1775
JOHN FLAXMAN was born on July 6, 1755, in
York, during a temporary stay of his parents there.
His father was a maker of casts and models of some
reputation. Gilchrist,1 writing in 1863, speaks of a
" wistful remembrance of the superiority of ' old Flax-
man's ' casts" still surviving among artists. John was
his second son, a puny, ailing little boy. A short period
at school under a master of the Squeers type was dis-
astrous 2 ; and as a child he spent most of his time in his
father's shop, reading and drawing. In this way he was
thrown from his earliest years into contact with his father's
customers, among them some of the leading artists and
connoisseurs of the day ; and it was in their world of
activities and ideas his days were chiefly spent.
It was an age of ferment, in which an aesthetic revolution
was forerunner to a political and social one. A new wave
of enthusiasm for the art of Greece and Rome wras passing
over Europe, New discoveries had stimulated the study
1 Life of Blake, vol. I, p. 33.
8 Cf. an account given by Flaxman of his schooldays to one of his
pupils, quoted Teniswood, Art Journal^ 1868.